REGULAR MEETING of the COMMON COUNCIL of the City of Cuba City, July 01, 2020.

Mayor Thomas J. Gile presiding.  Called to order at 7:00 PM 

Present:  Mayor TJ Gile, Alderpersons A Meyer, S Tranel, L Weber, B Loeffelholz, G Bockhop, 
    J Van De Wiel, T Hazen, C Hendrickson
Also Present:  J Hill, G Morrissey, R Jones, T Terpstra, R Gerhards, J Gerhards, E Vondra, M Ready, 
	L Wimmer, J Lenth, J Baker, R Luna
 
Mayor Gile asked all present to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Hendrickson that the Common Council approve the consent agenda items:  Approval of the minutes of the June 3, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Common Council; approval of notice of this meeting posted at City Hall, IGA and the Cuba City Post Office and e-mailed to the Tri-County Press on June 26, 2020; and authorize payment of claims against the General Fund and Municipal Sewer Plant in the amount of $183,279.77; and Capital Improvement Expenditures in the amount of $14,485.04. Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.
  
Citizens’ Comments 
Lenore Wimmer spoke to the Council about the “Grandmas for Greg Project”, a group of grandmothers working to help Greg Coulthard secure his release from prison in his upcoming parole hearing in January 2021.  Mr. Coulthard was sentenced to life in prison plus 25 years with no chance of parole for 25 years for the murder of  Grant County Deputy Sheriff, Tom Reuter in 1990.  Coulthard was 18 years old at the time of the incident and 19 years old when he entered prison.  Mrs. Wimmer stressed that the group is not an anti-law enforcement effort and that they acknowledge and appreciate the work of law enforcement.   Some members of the group are Mr. Coulthard’s former teachers, and some have been in contact with him over the years while he has been in prison.  They have taken on this project because they believe he has transformed from a hostile, troubled teenager to a hard-working, responsible adult who deserves a chance to be a productive member of society.  Chief Terpstra stated that although he understands what the group in trying to do, he does not support it.  Mrs. Wimmer stated that she was only speaking to inform the Council of the group’s purpose and that anyone who chooses to sign the petition in support of their cause will be doing so as an individual citizen, not as a representative of the City of Cuba City.

Committee Reports
Board of Public Works:  The Board has not met since the last Common Council meeting.  The alley paving, ultrathin and Kelly Street projects are looking good.   Electric & Water Commission:  The Commission met on 6/18 and discussed the COVID-19 funds available through WPPI, but what that money will be spent on has not yet been decided.  

Department Reports  
Chief of Police, Terry Terpstra presented his monthly report. The annual training reimbursement has been applied for.  Reimbursement from the state is approximately $140.00 per officer.  The new squad has arrived and is currently scheduled to get the markings put on it and the equipment installed.  This should be completed in about three weeks.  Due to the delay in delivery, Ford has given a credit of $750.00 to be used by December at Pioneer Ford for maintenance.  Radar recertification for the year was completed last week.  The Cuba City Police Department, as well as other agencies, has been asked to respond to Madison during these times of unrest.  At this point Chief Terpstra has decided not to send any officers there.  The department has been working on ordinance issues and working with people to clean up properties.  A raze order for the property on Jackson Street should be an action item on next month’s Common Council agenda.  Chief Terpstra has made contact with the property’s designee and informed him that further discussion on the property will be with the property owner.  When informed that citations would be issued this week for the condition of the lawn, the designee replied via email that the property contained two endangered insects and bats that are protected, so he would not be destroying their habitat until we got the Feds or the DNR involved.  Citations will be sent to the owner listed on the property tax bill.  To date, the department has only dealt with one Covid-19 situation.  
  
DPW Morrissey presented his monthly report.  The alley blacktopping for the year is completed.  Public Works staff will be working on placing dirt along the edges over the next week or two.  The ultrathin street projects are completed.  On the Kelly Street project, the only item left to be completed is the handrail on the ramp.  A bench has been placed and 2 trees were planted.  On the north end storm sewer and McKinley Street projects, we are still waiting on some materials to come in.  The City has received a grant for next year’s street projects in the amount of approximately $9,000.  Hydrant painting is in progress.  The electric department is working on several overhead and underground service upgrades as well as the primary service on Truman Street.  The water department will begin meter installation again on a limited basis.  The Electric & Water Commission is looking into different options for the $2500 WPPI COVID-19 funds that must be spent before the end of the year.  The contracts for the wastewater treatment plant chemical addition building have been signed.  The wastewater treatment plant oxidation ditch cleaning will be completed when the rain slows down.  The park restrooms are open.  Hand sanitizer and signs have been placed by all park restrooms.  Splinter Park’s north field backstop is being repaired.  The lights are ready to go up at the South field once the ground dries up.  Several trees are being taken down due to emerald ash borer.  New trees will be planted to replace some of them over the next couple years.  
  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Economic Development Director Jones presented the Council with his monthly report.  The application period for the state’s “We’re All In” grant for small businesses has ended.  The state plans to award 30,000 grants in the amount of $2,500.  There were approximately 30,700 applications submitted.  Jones will be meeting with CS Technologies next week about getting wi-fi installed in the Presidential Plaza.  Jones met with the UWP art department about having a mural painted in the Presidential Plaza.  A grant application has been submitted for a bicycle path.  Jones should hear from AARP later this month on whether or not the City will receive the grant for improvements at the Presidential Plaza.  The final public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan will be July 22nd in the CCHS gym.  In data gathered for the Comprehensive Plan, 93% of participants said they would like to see the City grow.  In order to make that happen, additional housing is needed.  There is a regional effort exploring the addition of pocket neighborhoods.  In order to add a pocket neighborhood, the City would have to contribute infrastructure and land and create Planned Unit Development zoning.  This will be discussed more in depth at the next EDC meeting on 7/28 at 9 a.m.  Midwest Nutrition will be opening soon on Main Street.  Jones is having discussions with the bars/restaurants on the possibility of outdoor dining, however we are quite limited due to Main Street being a state highway.  The Downtown Task Force welcomed 2 new high school student members - Maggie and Carly Bowden.   

Fire Chief Gerhards presented the department’s monthly report.  Last week, the department had their first in person training since COVID began.  The monthly meeting and annual election will be scheduled in the next week or two.  The department has been filling swimming pools.  Fund raising options are being explored due to the cancellation of the department’s normal fund raising events.  The department would like to use some of the City’s “Routes to Recovery: Local Government Aid Grant” funds to purchase an extractor (heavy duty washing machine) for sanitizing turn out gear.  The cost of the machine is roughly $4500.00.  There were 5 calls for the month which included a 2 vehicle accident, a 1 vehicle accident, a weather spotting, a smoke alarm, and storm damage.      

EMS Administrator Margaret Ready presented the department’s monthly report.  There will be a blood drive at the Fire/Rescue Building tomorrow by appointment only.  On July 6th, there will be training on the new EKG machines.  Personal protective equipment is well stocked at the moment.  The department is still recruiting new members.  There were 14 calls to service during the month of June.      

Action Items
Moved by Alderperson Hendrickson and seconded by Alderperson Bockhop that the Common Council approve a street closing application submitted by Dawn Gile to close the first block of W. Yuba St. in front of 117 W. Yuba St. for an estate auction on July 29th from 10:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m., with a rain date of July 30th.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0. 

Moved by Alderperson Loeffelholz and seconded by Alderperson Weber that the Common Council approve the Petition to Grant County Board of Supervisors for Appropriation for the Improvement of a Highway for 2021.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.

Moved by Alderperson Tranel and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that the Common Council approve the 2020 CARES Subgrant Program Agreement with the Wisconsin Elections Commission.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.

Moved by Alderperson Tranel and seconded by Alderperson Bockhop that City Hall remain closed to the public and no park reservations through the month of August.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that the Common Council convene in closed session under s. 19.85(1)(c) , Wisconsin Statutes  to discuss the EMS Administrator position.  Motion carried:  Ayes-Meyer, Hazen, Weber, Bockhop, Van De Wiel, Tranel, Hendrickson, Loeffelholz; Noes-0 @ 7:52 p.m.

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Weber that the Common Council reconvene in open session.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0 @ 8:20 p.m.

Moved by Alderperson Hazen and seconded by Alderperson Bockhop that per the original intent of hiring an EMS Administrator who was licensed as an EMT, Margaret Ready, must obtain her EMT license within 90 days of this meeting (September 29th, 2020).  If no testing is available within that 90 day timeframe, her license must be obtained within 30 days of the first available testing.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.

Informational Items

The following upcoming meetings and events were noted:
· Electric & Water Commission Meeting – Wed, July 15th – 4:30 p.m.
· Cuba City Community Market – Wed, July 15th – 4:00-7:00 p.m.
· Community Shred Day – Sat, July 18th  9:00-11:00 a.m.
· Downtown Task Force Meeting – Tue, July 21st – 8:15 a.m.
· Plan Commission - Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing – Wed, July 22nd – 7:00 p.m. @ Cuba City High School Gymnasium
· Economic Development Committee Meeting – Tue, July 28th – 9:00 a.m.
· Common Council Regular Meeting – Wed, August 5th - 7:00 p.m.

Moved by Alderperson Weber and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that this meeting adjourn.  Motion carried:  Ayes-8; Noes-0.   (8:27 PM)
							
Jill M. Hill
							Clerk-Treasurer

I hereby certify that the Clerk-Treasurer has submitted the above minutes to me, and I hereby by my signature approve said minutes and all acts of the Common Council as set forth herein.

							Thomas J. Gile 
							Mayor
