


REGULAR MEETING of the COMMON COUNCIL of the City of Cuba City, August 05, 2020.

Mayor Thomas J. Gile presiding.  Called to order at 7:00 PM 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Present:  Mayor TJ Gile, Alderpersons A Meyer, S Tranel, L Weber, B Loeffelholz, G Bockhop, 
    J Van De Wiel 
Absent:  T Hazen, C Hendrickson
Also Present:  J Hill, G Morrissey, R Jones, T Terpstra, R Gerhards, J Gerhards, M Ready, J Patnaude
 
Mayor Gile asked all present to join in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Hendrickson that the Common Council approve the consent agenda items:  Approval of the minutes of the July 1, 2020 Regular Meeting of the Common Council, with “CDC” changed to “EDC” under Economic Development Director’s monthly report section; approval of notice of this meeting posted at City Hall, IGA and the Cuba City Post Office and e-mailed to the Tri-County Press on July, 30 2020, and with action item M on August 4, 2020; and authorize payment of claims against the General Fund and Municipal Sewer Plant in the amount of $264,617.27; and Capital Improvement Expenditures in the amount of $600.00. Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.
  
Committee Reports
Finance Committee: The Committee met 7/27 where they discussed potential expenditures that qualify for the COVID-19 Routes to Recovery Grant Fund, including the purchase of an extractor for the Fire Department, a meeting Owl to allow the option for meetings to be held in person and remotely and establishing remote access to City Hall network. Ordinance Committee:   The Committee met 7/28 and made recommendation to Council on several ordinance updates.    

Department Reports  
Chief of Police, Terry Terpstra presented his monthly report. The Officers have been very busy this last month with drug arrests.  Following a previous drug arrest, the department obtained a search warrant for an individual’s apartment where narcotics were located.  The Officers made a traffic stop the other night that resulted in a substantial amount of meth as well as a firearm and delivery items.  The Dubuque Police Department called this week thanking our department for arresting this subject as they have been after him for a while on other charges.  When we are able to get back to in person meetings Chief Terpstra would like to invite officers Kennicker and Jackson,  Officer Clark from Hazel Green and k9 Officer Sam for recognition of the lifesaving response they had.  The subject on the stop ingested a large amount of meth before the officer made contact.  The subject had a medical emergency in the back of the squad car, which K9 Officer Sam recognized and alerted Officer Kennicker.  The Officers’ fast response saved the subject’s life.  Due to this incident, the department incurred some additional overtime expenses to cover watching the subject in the hospital for three days.  We have received reports from the building inspector on the two properties in town that need to be addressed.  The property on Main Street is blocked off and nobody is allowed to enter.  A raze order for the property on Jackson Street is an action item on tonight’s agenda.   Chief Terpstra communicated the department’s stance on the Governor’s mask order.  The department will educate individuals, but will not be taking any enforcement measures to make people wear masks.  It is clear in the order that if people have a concern they need to contact the Governor’s office or the Department of Health.  The department has not had any new exposure to COVID-19 that they are aware of.
  
  
DPW Morrissey presented his monthly report.  COVID testing in Cuba City went very well.  Wednesday, August 19th is the annual electronics pickup day.  The work on McKinley Street started today.   The materials are coming in for the north end storm sewer project.  Starting next week, one lane will be closed at a time while the work is completed.  The Kelly Street project is completed with the exception of the railing.  Morrissey has made several attempts to contact the contractor to discuss installation of the railing.  The water main project by the WWTP was completed last week.  The electric department has a lot of the primary in for the lots on Truman Street and will be doing 4 new house services in the next month or so.  The Electric & Water Commission discussed how to use the $2500 WPPI COVID-19 funds.  Five hundred dollars was spent on flowers sent to the Epione Pavilion residents and the remainder will be used to purchase one hundred $20 Chamber Bucks which will be handed out to essential workers at different businesses in the City.  Cleaning of the oxidation ditch at the WWTP will begin Monday.  The Public Works department is in the process of taking down more trees affected by emerald ash borer as well as a couple of the Cleveland Pear trees on Main Street.  
  
Economic Development Director Jones presented the Council with his monthly report.  So far, we have been notified of 10 businesses in Cuba City that have received the $2,500 “We’re All In” grant for small businesses. The Comprehensive Plan Public Hearing was held on 7/22 where a couple errors in the plan were noted and have been corrected.  The wi-fi hot spot installation at the Presidential Plaza is nearing completion.  Jones met with the artist at UWP to discuss the 3D ground mural proposed in the Presidential Plaza as well as incorporating an interactive chalk art area.  At the July 28th  EDC meeting, Dimensional Development did a presentation on the pocket neighborhood concept, followed by a visit to Maquoketa’s pocket neighborhood site.  The Ordinance Committee and Plan Commission will be reviewing a Planned Unit Ordinance to allow more zoning flexibility in the city.  A company that has been looking to locate in Cuba City for the past 2 years is in the final stages of that process.  Jones is hoping to announce more information on that in the coming months.  The Community Market has been doing well with the addition of more meat and produce vendors as well as Vespermans ice cream truck.  Jones has connected with 2 recent high school graduates who will be delivering the Do North and Grant County tourism brochures to hotels and B&B’s in Galena. Nutrien is repainting the large tank on the south end of town and will incorporate a new, more colorful welcome to Cuba City message.  Epione Pavilion is selling off their extended care facility, but keeping the outpatient therapy and clinic open.  Alderperson Loeffelholz asked that Jones have Ruhl & Ruhl add some positive comments about Cuba City on the website listing for land in the Business Park.  Alderperson Van De Wiel stated that he does not feel the Presidential Plaza area is the best location for improvements as it is land locked.  Van De Wiel also feels the property owners in the area may not be on board with the proposed changes in that area and that they should be more involved in the discussions.  There will be more discussion on this under the action item.        

Fire Chief Gerhards presented the department’s monthly report.  The department was recently awarded the regional grant for mask adapters.  Gerhards should find out in the next month or so if the department will be awarded the FEMA AFG grant for air packs.  The department is still looking into fund raising options due to the cancellations related to COVID-19.  The department is also looking into the purchase of an extractor for sanitizing the turn out gear.  The cost for this machine is $4,580 and has been approved by the Finance Committee to be purchased with COVID-19 Routes to Recovery grant funds.  Training on small grain rescue was held at Schweigert Family Farms.  Calls for the month include a weather spotting, a lift assist, and a call with CCARS and CCPD to a situation on Main Street.      

EMS Administrator Margaret Ready presented the department’s monthly report.  There were 16 calls in the month of July.  One of the department’s first responders recently passed her EMT test, another is just waiting to take the EMT class and there are 2 new member inquiries. Ready also stated that she is half way through her refresher course and it’s going well.  Shaun Murphy-Lopez will be doing a ride along with CCARS to try to understand the challenges they face as well as understand the benefits of communities having a good local rescue squad.  

Action Items
Moved by Alderperson Bockhop and seconded by Alderperson Van De Wiel that the Common Council approve the Certified Survey Map submitted by Joe Biba for his property located on the Northeast corner of Kelly and Jackson Street, contingent upon recording of the easements.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2. 

A great deal of discussion was held on Jeremy Patnaude’s request to approve a certified survey map to combine his parcels located at 304 S. Lincoln Street.  Mr. Patnaude is looking to combine the lots so he can place a garden shed on the lot to the east and a home on the other lot.  Without combining the lots, he would not be able to place a shed on one lot without a principle structure.  Alderperson Van De Wiel stated his concerns related to combining lots and taking away a buildable lot within the City.   Alderperson Meyer also voiced her concerns about taking away a buildable lot.  It was stated that the lots had been listed for 2+ years with a realtor with no interested buyers and that the street is only developed in front of the lot to the west.  Van De Wiel stated that he also has concerns about the effect on adjacent properties with just a shed on the lot as it may not be appealing to others looking to build in the future.  The proposed lots were previously owned by Dan Bowden.  Mr. Bowden attended the Common Council meeting on 1/2/20 where he was looking to get the Council members’ thoughts on potentially combining the lots prior to incurring the expense of a certified survey map.  At the 1/2/20 meeting, opinions varied, with some Council members appearing to be in favor of combining the lots if necessary to facilitate the sale rather than let them sit empty.  Some Council members were not if favor as they indicated it would be taking away a buildable lot in the City.  

Moved by Alderperson Meyer and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that the Common Council approve the Certified Survey Map as submitted by Jeremy Patnaude for his property located at 304 S. Lincoln Street.  Motion carried:  Ayes - Tranel, Loeffelholz, Meyer, Weber, Bockhop; Noes - Van De Wiel; Absent – Hazen, Hendrickson.

Moved by Alderperson Loeffelholz and seconded by Alderperson Tranel that the Common Council approve an operator’s license for Bryce T. Hinderman for the license period ending 6/30/22.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.

Moved by Alderperson Bockhop and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that the Common Council approve an operator’s license for Tina M. Whitcher for the license period ending 6/30/22.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2

Economic Development Director Jones explained the idea behind the Presidential Plaza project.  According to the information gathered in the compilation of the Comprehensive Plan, many residents who completed the survey indicated that they would like to see more improvements in the downtown area.  Jones has obtained a grant in the amount of $16,100, a donation from the City of Presidents in the amount of $5,000 and a donation from Cuba City Telephone Company for the installation of a free wi-fi hotspot in the plaza area.  In order to accept the grant, the City must incorporate a green space, which would require the elimination of the public parking lot.  Chief Terpstra stated that the public parking space is not used, other than to collect trash and abandoned vehicles.  Van De Wiel noted his concern that this might take away a space that truck drivers use to make deliveries. Although there is a larger plan with potential improvements in the plaza area over the next several years, tonight’s action item is only for the approval to accept the grant and complete a three dimensional ground mural, add a bicycle rack, a 360 sq. yard green space with potted plants, tables, seats and umbrellas, replacing 3 curb ramps to make them ADA compliant, add a sound system, a wi-fi hot spot, and games such as bean bags, ladder toss and spike ball, as well as chalk art supplies.  All of these improvements/items will be covered by the grant and donations with no cost to the City.  If the Public Works department incurs labor costs to remove the parking lot, the City will be reimbursed for those expenses with grant dollars.  Accepting these improvements does not obligate the City to perform any additional improvements in the future.  Alderperson Van De Wiel also stated concerns about the appearance of the items kept outside of the antique store.  Chief Terpstra stated that this has been addressed by the Police Department, but we will need to make some ordinance updates in order to address more issues.  

Moved by Alderperson Loeffelholz and seconded by Alderperson Tranel that the Common Council approve Board of Public Works’ recommendation to eliminate the public parking in the Presidential Plaza area to create a green space in conjunction with acceptance of the grant.  Motion carried:  Ayes – Meyer, Bockhop, Tranel, Loeffelholz; Noes – Weber, Van De Wiel; Absent – Hazen, Hendrickson.
      
Moved by Alderperson Bockhop and seconded by Alderperson Loeffelholz that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-02, Cuba City Today & Tomorrow Comprehensive Plan.  Motion carried:  Ayes – Bockhop, Van De Wiel, Tranel, Loeffelholz, Meyer; Noes – Weber; Absent – Hazen, Hendrickson.

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Tranel that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-03, to repeal and recreate Section 17.60(10)(d) of the City of Cuba City Municipal Code to allow the Board of Zoning Appeals to take action with the majority vote of a quorum.  Motion carried:  Ayes – 6; Noes – 0; Absent –2.

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Weber that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-04, to repeal and recreate Section 6.01(2)(h) of the City of Cuba City Municipal Code authorizing the Clerk to issue operator’s licenses upon recommendation by the Police Department.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes- 0, Absent–2.

Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Bockhop that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-05, to repeal and recreate Section 10.12(1) of the City of Cuba City Municipal Code to add refuse charges to the delinquent utility tax roll process.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.

Moved by Alderperson Loeffelholz and seconded by Alderperson Weber that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-06, to repeal and recreate Section 17.65(4) of the City of Cuba City Municipal Code to remove the 14 day prior notice for Plan Commission public hearings.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.

Moved by Alderperson Bockhop and seconded by Alderperson Weber that the Common Council adopt Ordinance 2020-07 to repeal and recreate Section 4.14(2)(f) of the City of Cuba City Municipal Code to allow ATV/UTV operation within the City limits from 5:00 a.m. until midnight.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.

Moved by Alderperson Tranel and seconded by Alderperson Meyer that the Common Council approve the Order to Raze the property located at 503 S. Jackson Street.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.

Moved by Alderperson Tranel and seconded by Alderperson Van De Wiel that City Hall remain closed to the public and no park reservations through the month of September.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2 

Informational Items

The following upcoming meetings and events were noted:
· Partisan Primary Election – Tues, Aug. 11th – 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.@ Fire/Rescue Building
· Downtown Task Force Meeting – Tues, Aug. 18th – 8:15 a.m.@ City Hall
· Curbside Electronics Pickup – Wed, Aug 19th – 7:00 a.m. 
· Cuba City Community Market–Wed, Aug 19tht – 4:00-7:00 p.m. @ Presidential Courtyard 
· Electric & Water Commission Meeting – Wed, Aug 19th – 4:30 p.m. @ City Hall
· Economic Development Committee Meeting – Tue, Aug 25th – 9:00 a.m. @ City Hall
· Grant County Economic Development Corporation Meeting – Wed, Aug 26th via  Zoom
· Common Council Regular Meeting – Wed, Sep 2nd – 7:00 p.m. 


Moved by Alderperson Van De Wiel and seconded by Alderperson Tranel that this meeting adjourn.  Motion carried:  Ayes-6; Noes-0; Absent-2.   (8:38 PM)
							
Jill M. Hill
							Clerk-Treasurer

I hereby certify that the Clerk-Treasurer has submitted the above minutes to me, and I hereby by my signature approve said minutes and all acts of the Common Council as set forth herein.

							Thomas J. Gile 
							Mayor



